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GOVERNMENT FIGURES SHOW END OF HOUSING SHORTAGE 


HE first few figures are now available from the 1950 Census of Housing. 

While they are not complete, they present several thought-provoking facts. 

From 1940 to 1950 the number of nonfarm households increased from 27, - 
748, 000 to 36,626,000. This represents a rise of 8, 878,000, or 32%. During this 
same decade the number of nonfarm dwelling units increased from 29, 683, 000 to 39, - 
390,000. The number of nonfarm dwelling units has, therefore, risen 9, 707,000, or 
32.7%. In other words, despite the tremendous increase in the number of households 
since 1940, there has been an evengreater increase in the number of nonfarm dwelling 
units. The number of nonfarm households has increased 8, 878,000, while the num- 
ber of nonfarm dwelling units has increased 9, 707,000. This indicates that there have 
been 829, 000 more nonfarm units added than the increase inthe number of households. 








- Tf we examine the figures a bit further we find that by subtracting the number 
of 1940 households from the number of 1940 dwelling units we had a surplus of 1, 935, - 
000 nonfarm dwelling units in that year. This was right at 64% vacancy. By treat- 
ing the 1950 figures in the same manner we find that in 1950 there were 2, 764, 000 
more nonfarm dwelling units than there were nonfarm households. The apparent 
surplus at that time was just a shade over 7%. 


We intend to pursue this matter in greater detail in the March Trends Bulletin, 
but right now we are more perplexed than ever over the continuing “critical” housing 
shortage. Perhaps some reason for it may be found in the 55% increase since 1940 
in the number of one-person households. 
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EXPLANATION OF CHARTS 


Private residential building in all metropolitan areas of the United States as 
defined by the 1940 Census is charted on the following pages. The 140 areas in- 
clude all areas in which the central city has a population of more than 50, 000. 


In each city all suburbs, incorporated and unincorporated, have been contacted, 
and in all except fourteen it has been possible to include practically all of the sub- 
urbs within the metropolitan area. For example, the New York City figure in- 
cludes the building in 305 suburban communities; Philadelphia, 154; Pittsburgh, 
157; Chicago, 99; and Detroit, 65. In all, more than 2200 communities are repre- 
sented on these charts. 


On the charts the figures are expressed as the number of new family units pro- 
vided per 10, 000 families in each metropolitan area. In this computation, a single- 
family dwelling counts one, a two-family dwelling counts two, and a twenty-four 
family apartment counts twenty-four. All Federally subsidized slum clearance and 
war housing projects have been excluded; however, buildings privately built and 
financed with government loans are included on the charts. 


The blue italicized numerals on each chart give the number of private new family 
» accommodations built in the last three months for which figures are available; these 
_ are actual figures and are not adjusted for the number of families. The red itali- 
' cized numerals give the corresponding figures for the corresponding period of a 
| year ago. 


It should be noticed that separate averages (medians) have been used for four 
_ groupings of metropolitan areas. The average number of new family accommoda- 
' tions built per month per 10, 000 families is shown from 1920 to the present for 
' metropolitan areas having from 50, 000 to 200, 000 people (the solid red line); for 
' areas having from 200, 000 to 500, 000 people (the beaded red line); for areas having 
' from 500, 000 to 1, 000, 000 people (the dash-dot line); and for those areas having a 
' population of over 1, 000, 000 (the dashed red line). Eighty areas fall into the first 
' category; thirty-eight into the second; and eleven each into the third and fourth. 


On each area chart is shown in red the national average for areas in its grouping 
in contrast to the blue line, which shows t:e figures for the specific area. The aver- 
' ages used on the area charts are medians. A median average is found by arrang- 
_ ing the data in order of size and selecting the amount at the midpoint. Because a 
median average thus eliminates the influence of the two extremes, it gives a very 
good picture of the typical area in each group. 


On the chart on page 125 we have also shown national averages for each of the 
groupings of metropolitan areas - (1) 50, 000 to 200, 000 population; (2) 200, 000 to 
500, 000 population; (3) 500, 000 to 1, 000, 000 population; and (4) 1, 000, 000 popula- 
tion and over. These averages should more properly be called arithmetic means. An 
arithmetic mean is obtained by adding the amounts of all the items and then divid- 
ing by the number of items. It will be noticed that the arithmetic mean, being in- 
fluenced by areas with a greatly accelerated rate of new building, is above the 
median average of each of the groupings. The arithmetic means are given for each 
grouping in order that a comparison of new building on a volume basis may be made. 
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COPYRIGHT i935! WENZLICK &2 CO. 


i1} SAN DIEGO SHREVEPORT 
| | THIS QUARTER - 2455 THIS QUARTER - 255 
Lili! same OTR./949 - 1305 SAME QTR 1949-478 


fe Pop. Metro 256,368 Metro. Area 112,225 


- 5 . 

|| SAN FRANCISCO SIOUX CITY 
|} THIS QUARTER~ 5470 THIS QUARTER - 1/2 
4iit| same QTR. 1949 - 3535 SAME QTR (949-127 
Hii Metro Area 1428525 MetroArea 87,79) 
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10000 FAMILIES 
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||| SAN JOSE SOUTH BEND 
THIS QUARTER -768 THIS QUARTER - 406 
L1i samé QTR 1949 - 45 SAME QTR 1949-342 
| Pop Metro. Area |29,367, Metro Area 147,022 


THIS QUARTER-/62 : THIS QUARTER - 636 

| SAME QTR /949 - 193 SAME QTR /949- 5/8 

Pop. Metro Area 117,970 Metro. Area 141,370 
TTT en a 


TTTTT 


II] SCRANTON SPRINGFIELD, ILL. 
THIS QUARTER -/66 THIS QUARTER - 5i 
AME QTR 1949 -65 SAME QTR /949- 53 

| Pop Metro. Area_ 629,58! r Metro. Area 89,484 
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SEATTLE SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 
TT] THIS QUARTER - 538 THIS QUARTER - $94 
| SAME QTR. 1949 -443 SAME QTR 1949 - £87 
| Pop.Metro Area 452,639 Metro Area 394,623 
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NEW FAMILY ACCOMMODATIONS PER 10,000 FAMILIES 


COPYRIGHT i195! BY ROY NZLICK & CO 


SPRINGFIELD, MO. | TAMPA 


THIS QUARTER - 146 THIS QUARTER ~ ‘680 


SAME QTR. /949- 118 - i} SAME QTR. /1949~- /O057 
Pop Metro Area 70,514 











Metro Area 209,693 
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1949 


30, oa “40 “5 
||| SPRINGFIELD, OHIO 
THIS QUARTER-108 
TTTTTTTHTITT SAME OTR. 1949- 76 
406 








10.000 FANILIES 


ttt et 


|| STOCKTON TT TOLEDO 
THIS QUARTER - 239 THIS QUARTER -323 


TTT) SAME QTR. 1949 - /6/ SAME QTR. 1949 -33/ 
Pop Metro. Area 79,337 | Metro Area 341,663 
eer 4 


| 





TOPEKA 

THIS QUARTER-94 

| SAME QTR. 1949 -/22 SAME QTR (949 - 9/ 
Metro. Area 


THIS QUARTER- 469 


IMMQDATIONS BUILT PER MONTH PER 





TRENTON 

THIS QUARTER ~ 8/ 

SAME QTR 1949 - /O1 
Metro. Area 200.126 


F 


5IF NEW 


NUM BER 


TERRE HAUTE TULSA 


THIS QUARTER- 22 THIS QUARTER -223 

SOFT TTT TTT TTT) OCSAME OTR. (949 -/8 SAME OTR /949 -426 

ad | Pop. Metro Area 83,370 Metro Area 188,562 
| ryazs TTT] 














NEW FAMILY ACCOMMODATIONS PER 10,000 FAMILI 


COPYRIGHT i195! BY ROY WENZLICK & CO 


UTICA WICHITA 

THIS QUARTER - 33 THIS QUARTER - 536 
SAME QTR. /949- 28 SAME QTR /949~- 995 
Metro Area 128 Pop. Metro. (27,308 


WILMINGTON 

THIS QUARTER - 46 

SAME QTR 1949-38 
Metro Area 188,974 


WACO WINSTON - 

THIS QUARTER- 500 THIS QUARTER -223 

SAME QTR /949- 33/ SAME QTR. (949-115 
Metro. Area7iji4 Metro Area 109,633 


WATERBURY eit \ WORCESTER 
THIS QUARTER- 120 tid THIS QUARTER - 286 


Metro Area ii} Metro Area 


WATERLOO YORK 


THIS QUARTER- (29 i THIS QUARTER -46 
SAME QTR 1949 - 1/26 A ITR. 1349-4 
Metro Area Metro. Area 92,627 


NUMBER OF NEW FAMILY ACCOMMODATIONS BUILT PER MONTH PER 10000 FAMILIES 


WHEELING YOUNGSTOWN 
THIS QUARTER- 35 THIS QUARTER ~- 188 


Metro Area '96 Metra Area \42, 598 

















